Other factors, such as living on a hilltop, in a valley or in a wooded area, will impact what you roof is
exposed to. When selecting the roof, keep in mind to what it will be exposed.
Comparing Roofing Materials
Below is a list of popular roofing materials, their advantage, disadvantages and general investment level
($, $$, $$$). Use it to get a general idea of what the qualities of the various roofs are. Be sure to contact a
reputable roofing contractor like Sims Exteriors & Remodeling when you are considering a new roof.

Materials

Advantages

Disadvantages

Expense

Composition
Shingles

Affordable, many types,
brands and colors, easy to
install and repair, low
maintenance

Can blow off in high winds,
scars easily in heat,
subject to moss and
mildew, are now recyclable

$

Metal

Durable, long life span, low
maintenance, fire
retardant, energy efficient,
environmentally friendly
since it can be installed
over existing roofs, can be
made to look like wood
shakes, clay and metal
tiles and shingles

Very expensive (2 to 3
times more expensive than
composition), installation
can be difficult

$$

Wood Shakes

Insulates attic, allows
house to breathe, natural
look

Subject to mold, rot and
insects, poor fire rating
unless pressure treated,
higher maintenance

$$$

Clay Tile

Durable, long lasting, will
not rot or burn, easy to
maintain, variety of colors
and styles

Heavy so extra roof
support may be needed,
expensive, complicated
installation, fragile so
maintenance can be
difficult

$$$

Slate

Long life span, low
maintenance, will not rot or
burn, variety of colors and
sizes

Heavy so extra support
may be needed,
expensive, fragile so
maintenance can be
difficult

$$$

Concrete Tile

Long life span, low
maintenance, will not rot or
burn, can be made to look
like wood shakes, clay tiles
or slate

Expensive, there are also
structural issues to be
considered

$$$

The professionals at Sims Exteriors and Remodeling help homeowners in Madison WI select the best
roofing materials for their home. We provide roofing, siding, window replacement services to Madison WI,

